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Purpose of task: 

Summer Preparation Task 
– Crompton House 
 

Sociology A Level 
AQA  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended resources: 

 

To gain knowledge and understanding of some of the key sociological 

terms used in the first year of Sociology 

 
To develop and practise the skill of ‘thinking sociologically’ by thinking 

critically about the formation of gender roles in society. 
 
 
 

Task: 
 

Task 1: Use the internet or local library to find definitions to key 

sociological terms. 
 

Task 2: Think critically about the formation of gender roles in society to 

activate your sociological imagination. Come prepared to discuss your 

thoughts in the first week of term. 

Use the internet to search for 

definitions of key terms. 
 

Visit some of the websites below to 

find out more about sociology and the 

course. 
 

We follow the AQA syllabus and study: 

Families and Households and Education 

and Research Methods in year 1. 
 

Watch the news and read a good 

newspaper regularly to stay up-to-date 

with world affairs and current news 

issues. 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Information: 

 

@CHSOCIOLOGY on twitter for links and recommendations 
 

 

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/what-is-sociology.aspx 
 

 

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology 
 

 

http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/A-Level_Sociology 
 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-2190/spec-at-a-glance 
 

 

Welcome to Sociology!!  A wise and exciting choice of subject to study……Firstly, if you are new to the subject, 

Sociology studies everyday life.  Sociologists aim to raise questions about social life and our world today – about 

how people live and why people live as they do and issues about how we live. 

 
Sociology is concerned with peoples, groups, cultures, societies and their patterns, variations and problems. It aims 

to understand and explain human actions. It employs a wide range of interesting research methods such as 

interviews, questionnaires and observations to investigate and answer crucial questions about society and social life. 

It tries to link past, present and future. It is about the experiences we have, living our lives with other people in 

contemporary society. 

 
The following work should get you thinking sociologically and to prepare you for the first terms work. Make sure 

you bring this work with you to the first lessons of the year where you will discuss and compare your ideas in 

groups. 

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/what-is-sociology.aspx
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/A-Level_Sociology
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-2190/spec-at-a-glance
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1) Use the internet; answer these questions to understand some key terms in sociology: 

What is Socialisation? 

What are the two types of socialisation? 
 

 
Which groups or institutions are involved in socialisation? 

What are norms, values, roles? 

Identify a shared value in British society. 
 

 
Identify a social norm in British society. 

Name two roles you play. 

2) Getting you thinking: Gender Roles and social norms: 
 

 
Consider the following questions and come prepared to discuss your ideas in a group setting. 

Does childhood and play prepare boys and girls for different roles in adult life? 

What expectations are there of boys and girls in your experience? 
 

 
What role does socialisation play in the formation of gender roles? Which agents are involved in this? 

 
 

 
 

 
 
What do these classic children’s toys tells us about gender roles and the process of socialisation? 
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Required Stationery and Equipment for A Level Sociology 

A4 Lever Arch ring binder folder with file dividers 

A4 Lined paper 

Coloured pens 

Highlighters 
 

Resources 

AQA A Level Sociology Book One 

3rd Revised Edition Rob Webb, Hal Westergaard, Keith Trobe (ISBN 9780954007911) – very useful but seems very  
expensive on Amazon at the moment 

AQA Sociology for A Level Workbook 1: Education with Methods, Hollie Wylllie (ISBN 9781471845345) 

AQA Sociology for A Level Workbook 2: Families and Households, Jonathan Blundell, Steve Chapman (ISBN 

9781471845352) 
 
Things to Consider Throughout the Year 

 
Revision materials will be required such as cue cards and A3 paper. 
For year 2 of the course: 

AQA A Level Sociology: Book Two 

2nd Revised Edition, Rob Webb, Hal Westergaard, Keith Trobe 

(ISBN 9780954007928) 


